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CHAPTER ONE:  Whatever Happened to Humility? 
 

 1. Do you agree with the author that humility is at the very heart of the Christian faith?  
 Why or why not? 
 
 2. What most frustrates you about today’s Christian culture?  How could a  more explicit 
 emphasis on humility lead to a healthier approach? 
 
 3. What most frustrates you about your own Christian walk?  How can an increased 
 humility help point you in the right direction? 
 
 4. Do you agree with the author’s assessment of the dangers that may accompany the 
 phrase, “Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God?”  Why or why not? 
 
 5. In the closing lines from T.S. Eliot, what does it mean “to care and not to care,” and 
 how does humility aid us in this balance? 

 
 
 
CHAPTER TWO:  Wide is the Road 
 
1. What is one way that you have sometimes tried to produce a false humility?  What 
were your motives? 
 
2. What is one area in your life you are fairly humble about, by God’s grace?  What is 
one area that you see pride creeping in more quickly?   
 
3. Have you ever been offended by someone else’s pride? Why did it offend you so 
much, and what can you learn about your own pride from taking offense?     
 
4. Have you ever “run yourself down” too much, and if so, why?  How does the Gospel 
allow us to have a realistic view of our failings without causing us to despair? 
 
5. According to the author, what are the antidotes to these four false forms of humility? 



CHAPTER THREE:  Return of the Jester 
 
1. Where have you seen humility practiced well by a church or fellow Christian?  How 
so?  

 
2.  Which of the Biblical examples of humility that the author cites most inspire you?  
Why?  
 
3.  Which of the sample questions of how humility should inform our lives most hits 
home for you? Why? 
 
4. What was a time in your life when you pursued something good, but forgot to do it 
with Christ’s help, depending upon His work as central?  What was the result? 
 
5. Which part of the prayer at the end of the chapter most strikes you as needful for your 
life?  Why? 
 
 
CHAPTER FOUR:  Lest Anyone Boast 
 
1. What is the first fruit you look for when you consider what it means to be a good or 
growing Christian?  Why? 
 
2.  According to Isaiah 57, where does God dwell?  How does this reflect the truth of the 
Gospel?  With whom does God apparently not dwell?  Does God in fact dwell with you? 
 
3.  In what ways in your life have you been like the praying Pharisee of Luke 18, and in 
what ways have you been like the Publican?  
 
4.  How wide do you believe the gap is between God’s holiness and your own?  How 
does grasping the breadth of that gap assist us in seeing our need for grace? 
 
5.  Had you ever before noticed how Paul goes straight from justification by faith alone to 
humility as his first application?  If not, why do you think that was? 
 
6.  According to I Corinthians, who normally makes up the majority of the Church?  If 
you are not one of these, is there any hope for you?  Why? 
 
7.  What is the connection between a salvation that is by grace alone, and God alone 
receiving all the glory for our salvation?  How does that help our growth in humility? 

 
 
CHAPTER FIVE: Hope for a Fool 
 
1. Do you believe it is possible that one religion may be the only true way?  If not, why 
not? 



2. What has God proclaimed as true in His word that you simply do not want to believe, 
and yet humbly submit to it? 
 
3. When is a time in your life that you trusted your own opinion too much instead of 
keeping an open mind? 
 
4. Why must God work on our hearts as well as our minds if we are to come to a 
knowledge of the truth?  How does Proverbs 1:7 reflect this? 
 
5.  What is a time when you were in fact correct about something, but did not express that 
truth humbly, and thus ended up doing more harm than good? 
 
6. What is an area of doctrine or interpretation of God’s providence about which you 
have been too inflexible, not allowing enough room for mystery or disagreement? 
 
 

 CHAPTER SIX: Not Unto Us 
 
 1. When you think of what it means to grow in grace, what first comes to mind?  Why? 
 
 2. What is a way you can become more childlike in your faith, even as you seek to grow 
 in Christian maturity? 
 
 3. What is an area in your life that you can “pick up your cross daily” in order to better 
 follow Jesus and so look like Him?  What can you do to start? 
 
 4. Why is it important to see both Christ’s glory and his humiliation in the offices of 
 Prophet, Priest and King?  Which side should more characterize our lives now?  Why? 
 
 5. Which aspect of Christ’s character outlined in this chapter would you like to see 
 more fleshed out in your life?  Why?   
 
 6. According to the author, what does it mean to rest in Christ’s humility?  Why is this 
 important to remember? 

 
 
CHAPTER SEVEN:  Bold Nobodies 
 
1.  When is a time that you “invited yourself up” before it was time or tried hard to work 
your way into an inner ring?  What were the results? 
 

 2. Which of Sharrett’s list of pride’s hidden recesses most hits home for you? How can 
 you better address and repent of it? 
 
 3. What is one way that you need to abase yourself more before God?  What is the one 
 aspect/talent of your life of which you are most proud or defensive? 



 4. When is a time where you failed to follow Christ as you should, but only to discover 
 afterwards that you actually grew in a greater meekness and love for Him as a result?  
 
 5.  Where is a place where God has gifted you and used you for good, but for which you 
 are reluctant to thank Him for or take proper joy? 
 
 6.  How does the Gospel cause us to be both humble and bold at the same time? 
 

 
CHAPTER EIGHT: Seeking the City to Come 
 
1. What is your eschatological position, and how have you let humility inform what you 
believe about the trajectory of the world and the Second Coming of Christ? 
 
2.  How does the hope of heavenly reward affect the way that you treat others? 
 
3.  Where in today’s church have you seen an “over-realized eschatology?”  How does 

 Baxter’s quote help us keep things in balance?     
 

4.  As the hymn puts it, when have you seen God give you “days of gladness?”  How 
does that temper your attitude when He also ordains for you “days of sadness?” 
 
5. How does your personal suffering point you to your true, heavenly hope? 
 
6. Why did Paul boast in his weaknesses?  How do your weaknesses and suffering remind 
you to cast your hope on Christ alone?  Give an example. 
 
7.  Why does Christian humility ultimately end in an uplifting and glorious result?  How 
does this knowledge keep you going through your valleys? 
 
 
CHAPTER NINE: Tales from the Lower Totem Pole 
 
1. Which of the five listed areas of serving others do you need to most grow in?  Which 
are you already pretty good at, by God’s grace? 
 
2. Who are some folks above and/or below you to whom you can show greater humility?   
How, practically, will you plan to do that, with God’s help? 
 
3. Why is it important to serve those who cannot pay you back? What might that look like 
in your life? 
 
4. What is a way you have let worldly thinking influence the way you have judged 
someone else’s worth, even in church ministry? 
 
 



5. Do you agree with the author’s application of humility to how social status should be 
approached in light of such passages as I Peter 2 and Philemon?  Why or why not? 
 
6. What is a way you can apply humility to cross-cultural relationships in your life and 
help heal the racial divide that has often plagued our society? 
 
 
CHAPTER TEN: The Assembly of Egos 
 

 1.  Do you agree with the author that humility normatively requires formal membership 
 in a local, visible church?  Why or why not? 
 
 2.  How can a departure from the three simple Means of Grace distract our churches from 
 growth in humility?  What does it mean that pride feeds the eyes? 
 
 3. In which of the three Means of Grace does your church most show its humble reliance 
 upon God?  Which of the three could it pursue more humbly?  How can you help? 
 
 4. How does active church discipline help keep us humble both individually, and as 
 congregations?  If you were confronted by your church leaders regarding a serious 
 sin, how do you think you would respond? 
 
 5.  Do you agree with the author’s take on James 5, and its connection to church 
 discipline, even though it is primarily addressing physical illness?  Why or why not? 
 
 6.  If you are a church leader, in what ways have you sometimes promoted your own 
 church brand rather than Christ alone?  What can you do to repent of that? 
  

 
CHAPTER ELEVEN: Like Men Sentenced to Death 
 
1. Do you agree with the author that the primary goal of Christian leadership ought to be 
growth in humility?  Why or why not? 
 
2. Why does Paul commend Timothy and Epaphroditus in Philippians 2?  What did they 
actually accomplish?  How do they illustrate the famous, earlier section of Philippians 2? 
 
3. Why does Paul say that true leaders of his day were like “scum and dregs,” at the end 
of the parade?  What do you look most look for in a Christian leader today? 
 
4. Do you agree with the author about academic titles and honors being used sparingly in 
the Church?  If so, how could this application go awry if we are not careful? 
 
5. How does your church treat children, and how well does that treatment reflect the 
Gospel of grace? 
 



6.  How well does your church’s public image reflect the full priesthood of believers 
which make up the congregation?  Are some leaders elevated too much?  How can you 
show your leaders proper honor without robbing Christ of His glory? 
 
7.  Why is it important for the cause of humility that there be a plurality of leaders within 
a church?  If you are leader, how can you be more thankful for the different gifts and 
emphases that other leaders bring to your congregation?  
 
 
CHAPTER TWELVE: The Assembly of Fools 
 
1. Where have you felt the sweetness of Christian unity most?  What made it so sweet? 
 
2. Where have you seen church unity strain or even break apart?  What was the cause? 
 
3. How does Ephesians 4:1-6 provide a clue as to how Christian unity can be kept?  Why 
is it important that Ephesians 1-3 precede Ephesians 4-6?  What is the glue between grace 
and unity, and where have you seen that practiced well in this regard? 
 
4.  What role do creeds and confessions play in safeguarding Christian unity?  How can 
denominations actually aid unity in the context of Christian freedom? 
 
5.  Give an example when you may have turned a “twig doctrine” into a “trunk doctrine,” 
and thus strained unity with fellow believers.  Give an example of when you stood for the 
truth of a “trunk” or “branch” doctrine, even though it may have caused some tension. 
 
6. Even when there is the need for doctrinal disagreement, what are some practical ways 
we can still let humility be our guide, and thus promote our spiritual unity in Christ? 
 
 
CHAPTER THIRTEEN: Turning Woes to Blessings 

 
 1.  How can you do a better job of “becoming weak to the weak” in your evangelism? 

 
 2.  What is a way your church shows a Gospel humility in the way it conducts worship?  
 Is there anything that distracts from Christ being central to your worship? 
  
 3.  How can we confront our culture’s sins humbly, without backing down from Biblical 
 truth?  Over whom does the Church have authority and how does that help us with this? 
 
 4. What are some ways that you have practiced your righteousness to be seen by men? 
 
   5. Does your church do anything which promotes pride in giving, prayer or fasting?  How 
 can you pray publicly in a way that is sincere and does not draw attention to yourself? 
 

6.  How does humility help our churches become refuges of grace in a weary world? 



CHAPTER FOURTEEN:  Turning Factories into Gardens 
 

 1. What are some other markers of Christian growth that have sometimes supplanted 
 humility as central in today’s Church? 
 

2. How can church planting help a growing congregation to remain humble?  In what 
ways might it actually feed its pride?   
 
3. How does supporting foreign missions reflect the humility of Christ?  In what ways 
might it actually feed a church’s pride? 
 
4. In what way does your church reflect a garden cultivating godliness and humility as 
foremost, and in what way does it more reflect the factory mindset of our culture? 
 
5.  Now that you have finished the book, in what ways are you now different, and in what 
ways are you just the same you were before?  Are you content to keep your royal robes 
hidden until Christ’s return? 


